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Sept. 11 marked the 15th anniversary of the military coup led by Gen. Augusto Pinochet, resulting
in the ouster of Chile's last democratically elected president, Salvador Allende. At a ceremony
in downtown Santiago, Pinochet declared that the Oct. 5 plebiscite would teach the world about
democracy. On that date, Chileans will vote "yes" or "no" in response to Pinochet as the regime's
choice for ruling the country until 1997. The general stated that foreign observers expected to watch
the plebiscite will not be welcome: "We forcefully repudiate those foreigners who try to intervene
in our internal affairs." During his annual anniversary address, Pinochet spoke of his government's
goals in health and education. He promised to cut unemployment and announced a bonus for
government workers. In reference to relations between the US and Chile, the general blamed
"disinformation concerning the true reality of our country...In a word, they (the United States)
still don't know us." If Pinochet receives a majority of the votes on Oct. 5, he will rule for another
eight years. He has promised other military leaders to retire as army commander and govern as a
civilian. If the general loses, he is obligated under the country's constitution to call open presidential
elections late in 1989 and give up the presidency. Under these circumstances, he could continue as
army commander. At present, more than 80% of the eligible electorate (7.4 million of 8.07 million
18 years of age or older) have been registered. This figure, about double the percentage registered
for the last presidential elections in 1970, is considered by the opposition to be in their favor. Later
in the day, residents of Cerro Navia, a poor neighborhood northwest of central Santiago, pelted
the general's motorcade with stones and attempted to block his exit with a barricade of burning
tires. Pinochet had reportedly gone to the barrio for a rally of supporters as part of his campaign
for the plebiscite. The general's bodyguards reportedly fired into the crowd. Between 4,000 and
5,000 opponents of the regime made their annual trip to the coastal town of Vina del Mar to visit
the grave of Allende, who died in the 1973 coup. After a gravesite ceremony they tried to march
into the center of town. Witnesses said police broke up the march using tear gas and clubs and
several persons were arrested. Next, several journalists and demonstrators were injured in the
confrontation. The ceremony at the tomb was similar to others in previous years: participants placed
carnations on the tomb, and several speeches were delivered, many expressing opposition to the
military regime. In contrast to previous ceremonies, a plaque was installed at the tomb, identifying
the same as Allende's grave. Late in the afternoon, the government reported having found and
disarmed a car bomb in the morning across the street from the building where Pinochet held the
anniversary ceremony and gave a speech. Mothers, wives, sisters and daughters of persons executed
or disappeared during and after the military coup organized a demonstration at entrance to the
cathedral in downtown Santiago. Riot-squad police stood by, but took no action. Similar protests
in the past were targeted with violent repression by the militarized police. The demonstration was
organized by a group known as Women for Life. The group is dominated by family members of
some 750 dissidents who disappeared after being arrested by government security forces. According
to reports by hospital and police sources on Sept. 12, 10 persons were shot and wounded, and at
least 350 arrested during the previous day's protests. Police said six people were wounded when
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Pinochet's bodyguards fired on slum residents at Cerro Navia. Hospital sources reported that
another four were wounded by bullets in later disturbances. Police arrested 350 demonstrators
in the country's three largest cities; most were released within hours. Protest actions by Pinochet
supporters and opponents occurred throughout the day and into the evening hours. Early on Sept.
12, officials of opposition and regime loyalist parties reported damages to respective offices and
vehicles. Residents of Santiago, particularly in poor neighborhoods, banged pots and pans, some
until dawn. (Basic data from AP, AFP, 09/11/88; Reuters, Washington Post, AFP, New York Times,
09/12/88)
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